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TOURISM IN PERTH 

601. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Tourism:   
Will the minister advise what the state government is doing to improve tourism on the Swan River?   

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  Today I had the opportunity of opening the Perth Convention Bureau’s 
Vision 2021 forum, at which I joined a number of other speakers in discussion about the future of Perth.  I 
outlined to the assembled guests all the events on Western Australia’s calendar that will occur or have occurred.  
They reflect a very exciting future for Perth.  Naturally, those present were all very excited by what will happen.  
Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  Order!   
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I also spoke about the fact that we need to reform our state’s liquor laws to provide a 
more vibrant and exciting city, and to make it attractive particularly to tourists.   
I was also able to announce that the state government is funding a feasibility study into the construction of an 
inlet and jetty at Burswood Park.  It is proposed to provide an opportunity for ferry services on the river to link 
with one of our most important tourism venues.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  You can’t even maintain the one in Coode Street.  

The SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for South Perth is not allowed to speak when I am on my feet.  I call the 
member for Roe to order for the second time and I call to order the member for South Perth.  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The study will examine the feasibility of creating an inlet at Burswood Park and a jetty to 
enable ferries to gain close proximity to the resort.   

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Warren-Blackwood!   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We must undertake that feasibility study because a waterski park operates in front of the 
Burswood resort.  The construction of a jetty at that place will involve significant safety concerns.  We have 
launched the feasibility study and we expect it to take four months to conclude.  I am very hopeful that that study 
will endorse the provision of ferry access to that part of the river to benefit both local commuters and tourists 
alike.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Who is “we”?   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  This is a government project.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It’s not your project.  

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Hillarys!  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member for Hillarys seems to focus on animals and cats.  His focus on bestiality is 
clouding his judgment.   

As I have outlined to the member for Hillarys, the government is doing this to benefit tourism.  It is all part of a 
larger picture.  We are spending more money on marketing this state, both interstate and overseas, than ever 
before.  We have a bigger and better range of events than ever before.  We have launched the Land Bank 
initiative, which is designed to provide opportunities for developers to build new accommodation.  Recently, I 
took a tourism delegation to Korea, Japan and China.  That is the biggest tourism delegation ever to go overseas 
in this state’s history. 

What does the opposition offer for tourism?  Tourism was also referred to in the speech that the Leader of the 
Opposition made at the state Liberal Party conference.  That speech is full of gems.  Yesterday we learnt from 
that speech that this is the most talented Liberal Party in the history of the Parliament.  I must say that when I 
look at the members of the Liberal Party I am reminded more of Dad’s Army than a group of talented people!  In 
fact, when I look at the member for Hillarys all I see is Private Godfrey sitting in front of me!  The other gem 
that is found in the Leader of the Opposition’s famous speech is when he said, “Thank goodness we managed to 
build a belltower.”  That says it all!   
 


